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The target Bis-[5]-Helicenequinones were synthesized by a double Cu-catalyzed 
Huisgen 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition1 between the enantiopure arylalkyne substituted  
tetrahydro-[5]-helicenequinone (P)-1 and aryldiazides  A detailed study of the click 
reactions revealed an essential role of the copper source (CuSO4/NaAscorbate or Cul) in 
controlling the formation of the  triazole-ferrocenyl adducts.  

Compound (P)-1 was easily available through a Diels-Alder reaction/pyrolytic 
sulfoxide elimination/oxidation sequence2 when an excess of (SS)-2-p-tolylsulfinyl-p-
benzoquinone 23 reacted with an adequately substituted diene 3. The diene 3 was 
synthesized from bromo derivative 4 and boronic acid 5 by a Suzuki coupling.   
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